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URANIUM MINING, IMPACT ON REGIONAL WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

303. Mr S.R. HILL to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
I refer to the opposition’s support for uranium mining in Western Australia.  Can the minister advise what would 
be the impact of the opposition’s plans on regional Western Australia?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for Geraldton for the question and acknowledge - 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  Leader of the Opposition! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The member for Geraldton has been very supportive of the shires and 
municipalities in his area that have been trendsetters in opposing uranium.  Members might recall that the Shire 
of Chapman Valley was the first to declare itself nuclear free and incorporate within its town planning scheme a 
provision that would prohibit nuclear industries.  Members might also recall that the Shire of Chapman Valley 
attempted to do that under the previous government, but was thwarted by the then Minister for Planning.  
However, because of our unequivocal stance on uranium mining, we supported the Shire of Chapman Valley.  I 
understand that the City of Geraldton is also commencing the process of amending its town planning scheme.  It 
makes absolutely clear to everyone in this Parliament and the community that these shires do not want nuclear 
industry or to be part of the nuclear fuel cycle.  It is really important that we get members on the other side who 
are advocating our participation in the nuclear fuel industry to be clear about exactly which communities would 
be impacted upon.  Some 25 significant uranium deposits have been identified in Western Australia.  The biggest 
are, in order, Yeelirrie, Kintyre, Mulga Rock, Manyingee and Lake Maitland.  The ports that could be targeted 
and the communities that would have to tolerate uranium being carried through their facilities would be Port 
Hedland, Dampier, Esperance and Broome.  Of course, the one that is most likely to be affected is the port of 
Geraldton.  We have had very clear indications from those communities that they do not want to be part of the 
cycle; however, if the opposition had its way, we would see that.  I am sure that we are all very concerned that 
we might one day see a fish in Champion Bay that looks like the one in this picture - the great blinky fish. 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  Member for Vasse! 
 


